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everything possible to preserve peace, but he had failed,
and now he threw himself wholeheartedly into the cause
of American freedom. He was sixty-nine years-of age,
too old to fight, but his brain was as fine as ever and at
the sendee of his country. It was he who in June, 1776,
with John Adams, Roger Sherman, and Robert R.
Livingston, helped Thomas Jefferson to draw up the
famous Declaration of Independence which for ever
severed the ties joining the colonies to the mother
country, and in the autumn of the same year he sailed
for France to try and win the friendship of that country
to the colonial cause.

It was a difficult task this fine old man had before
him* By this time he was one of the best-known public
men in the world, and the French people and statesmen
gave him an immense welcome, but though France
sympathised with the colonists in their struggle for
freedom, her rulers still hesitated to take sides against
Britain on their behalf. Nevertheless, Franklin perse-
vered, and after Burgoyne's surrender at Saratoga had
increased French confidence in an American victory,
a treaty of mutual friendship and aid was signed be-
tween the two countries on February 6, 1778.

This was a tremendous triumph for the man who had
been born the son of a poor candle-maker. Without the
aid in men, money and ships which was now forth-
coming, and about which you will read in the next
chapter, the Americans might well have lost the war.
As it was, the news of Franklin's success arrived to cheer
them in one of their darkest hours. Franklin, indeed,
had won a notable diplomatic victory, and fully de-